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The guzheng in China has 2,500 years history, originating from the state of Qin (present day Shaanxi
province) during the Warring States period with five strings, bamboo as the sound box and silk for
strings. When plucked the sound was like flowing water. When pressed the sound was lyrical like
song. During the Tang dynasty the guzheng expanded to 13 strings and passed into Korea, Japan,
Mongolia and Vietnam. After many years of change and adaptation to each country’s own culture, the
guzheng transformed into these individual country’s unique zither.
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Today we are excited to have invited Japanese Koto performer Shoko Hikage and Korean Kayagum
performer Hanna Kim to perform with us. One of China’s oldest string instruments, with a history of
over 3,000 years, the gugin will also perform with the guzheng. Popular music from the 30’s and a
song from an American film will also be showcased in this concert allowing our audience a chance to
see the many genres of zither music and experience music that goes beyond boundaries of time and
nationality. At the same time we hope that our performers, through this concert, will learn from each
other, further their understanding, and broaden their horizons. In the near future we hope to appear
on one stage and perform one song together, further breaking down any political barriers because
music is universal.

We would like to thank all the performers who have put in their time to prepare for this concert. We
would like to thank all the audience members who have supported us through the years. We would
like to thank San Francisco Gu-zheng Music Society and China’s Spirit Music Ensemble parents and
friends both front and back stage who volunteer to make this concert a success.

Let us come together and continue to work towards bringing music and culture to the greater commu-

nity!

- Artistic Director Weishan Liu
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